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Abstract

Though the broadcasting system in Japan has emphasized plurality, diversity, and locality,
terrestrial television is becoming increasingly concentrated in Tokyo. Before 1975, however, there
was greater diversity than at present, partly due to the existence of “free networks” and “cross
networks”. Networks involving the educational broadcaster Nippon-Educational-Television (NET)
and the semi-educational broadcaster Mainichi Broadcasting System TV (MBS-TV) developed
particular diversity. NET and MBS-TV sought to produce programs that could secure high
audience ratings even while being educational or cultural in nature. As a result, large numbers of
quiz shows were created at the end of thel960s.

This study analyzes the phenomenon of “the quiz station” historically, and reveals the influence
of regulations of program types on affiliated television stations through their networks. The
conclusions are as follows. The quiz show format was highly entertaining, while still enabling
educational stations to fulfill regulations about the quantity of educational programs they
broadcast. It was also an effective format when an affiliate station in Osaka sent information to
Tokyo. That is why “the quiz phenomenon” occurred. In this way, regulation of program type

quantities influenced not only television stations, but also their network relationships.
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