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Abstract

Social media use by political parties and candidates during election campaign had long been

prohibited in Japan. However, the rule changed in 2013 and now they can utilize social media
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such as twitter or Facebook for their election activities. In addition, the first "General Election"
introducing new rule were conducted in December 2014.

On the other hand, since most of all Japanese people had not experienced online political
campaigning there are not established methods to evaluate effective social media use. Though
newspaper companies conducted content analysis of twitter use by political candidates, it seems
that the conclusion is unreliable.

In this research, we focus on usage tendencies of twitter by each political party and try to clarify
differences of them. The result indicates that usage tendencies of social media are greatly different
among political parties. Furthermore, twitter analysis conducted by news paper companies didn't

consider the differences at all.
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