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Abstract

This article theoretically examines, from the perspective of Actor-Network Theory (ANT), the
validity of an ontological orientation that posits the human being as an entity fully amenable to
datafication. It takes as its point of departure the contemporary information society, in which
human being is increasingly experienced empirically as cyborg or hybrid.

First, the article points out the contemporary situation in which, through the coupling of
information and communication devices and the expansion of Surveillance Capitalism, all domains
of the human being are treated as if they were amenable to datafication. It then raises an
ontological question concerning this orientation.

Next, the article outlines the theoretical features of Actor-Network Theory and clarifies that
actors are situated at the intersection of human and non-human agencies, existing within relations
articulated as “Actor=Network.”

Furthermore, prompted by critiques advanced by Graham Harman, the article reconsiders
Bruno Latour’s arguments and argues that actors necessarily involve two forms of reserve: a
reserve of “virtuality” and a reserve that “falls out of relation.”

Building on this discussion, by focusing on the concept of Plasma, the article demonstrates that
the latter reserve constitutes a principled impossibility of description inherent in the process of
constructing reality. In doing so, it discerns a “pre-actor” as a virtual mode grounded in
uncertainty.

Finally, the article concludes that while Actor-Network Theory affirms datafication as such, it
rejects the position that the human being can be exhaustively captured through full datafication.
On this basis, it offers a perspective that reconnects data-based profiling in Surveillance Capitalism

to ontological inquiry.
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