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Abstract

As a campaign tool of elections, social media has become the focus in Japan. However, there is
a lack of understanding regarding the emotions expressed by local politicians on social media and
their connections to the political process. Therefore, this paper examines the case of Takashi
Kawamura, the long-term mayor of Nagoya city, using sentiment content on X to explore changes
in his emotions during election and non-election periods, the contrast with rival candidates, and
the relationship between user reactions and emotions.

As a result, positive emotions were prioritized in Kawamura’s posts, and the increase was even
more pronounced before elections, whereas negative emotions spiked during special events.
Furthermore, the gap between positive and negative sentiments in Kawamura’s posts expanded
markedly during the election period compared to ordinary times. Based on post frequency,
Kawamura emphasized national elections during his first two terms (starting 2009), with his focus
shifting to local elections in his subsequent terms (starting 2013). In the 2017 mayoral election,
Kawamura posted more positive content compared to his opponent, while in the 2021 mayoral
election he adopted a more negative tone. Besides the explanation provided by the difference
position of incumbents and challengers, these trends also highlight how electoral context and
political dynamics influence emotional appeals. Correlation analysis of user reactions and
emotions found that negative emotions yield higher user engagement. In conclusion, this paper
presents a case study indicating that angry has a political mobilizing effect on online users, within

the context of the intricate interplay between local politics and the media in contemporary Japan.
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() NITEERZ

27

O PIIERE



BHRIZLZ2Y =y x )b AT 1 7iEA L ZOBRIEEHICET 290 1 200940 520214 £ TOALHETTREZE F4lic

p=.16), 7272, FWNO=EIFICET 2HEBE DS
HEETIE, AREVSH BT IZ 1o (ps
>.05),

Z Ofth, FMINORD OEB)E, 171
250l B L 72 (M,,=0.14, M,,=0.36; t(159)
=—1.80, p=.07), MNOEfE» 5, Va—
BB EEEoMIc b, FlAIX10EL N RETE
KV a— VELOEMMER L, BHEED S DK
BAONEHHERTE 5, AMLOBEOERNI,
HEEDS RO (((173)=—1.07, p=.29), 17
ELDSETHML 2, BEELFHBELL2
O F OREGRIUC R T % R RGBT L LT,
MEX2, FHES, B TV R7 ), iR M,
& TR R EPBEZICARHINS,

5.3 2 —H— ik EERB oBE

Rz, AN ORIERE & X o DR
RMEEET 5, SHOBIASMO—2DFEL T,
V=YL AT 47 LI B2 —RADIEEHIEH
ENb, V=X NAT AT « T 59 b7 — L3
FERSREICINZ, XTid Tonday RUER R, nyva
2 7% FacebookTlds = 7RaX vk, U7 7y a
Vs EOREREZ B A 5, Larsson(2015) &V —v v
WAF 47 OBRERII DDA 2= —v gy« £—
Rl ¥E L, #%fa% A8 (Broadcast), VAR A MY =
7 % @ (Redistribution), V794 %ax v b
Z2%EE (Interact), "wdag VU7 73 a v %R0

w8 - IARER

(Acknowledge) Ick t o7, ZNHDHT, A
FeEA v T4 VBURSINEH BTz dic, WHnk%
£ Twnday, YRR MCEHT %,

B 22 - BT EREZ R Tvwig
PURR ML, BURT 74— MENcBEb Y &2
B FR AW FETH S (Kalsnes et al., 2017),
BUASINC 2> 2HERBUREAR & 957170 5 R,
Moy E&DEa R P TERTE 2SN ET
» % (Camaj et al., 2024), ZhZx LT, YKRZ
MR AHIC RIS S 2 TREED B D, 1R
FHLOBEENREDBETAETH D720 (Kalsnes &
Larsson, 2017), B/ OBIAEMEZNICT 2 A7
2D,

REAEE A, AR Ty RUKRALE
MR E LT, a—Y—icirEhn, KIGEMEd
BIEIERHEZ RS THAR L, SRNRFEELT,
R OB S 57 Twni, 0 (M=1636, SD
=4027, Range=0—37887) 1 TV X2 + ¥, (M
=369, SD=1024, Range=0—12458) X b H=IC
S (1(1343)=14.84, p <.001), ZHIFEATIZE
E—E¥ 5L Lbic (Kalsnes et al., 2017; Klinger
et al., 2023), WFEREIC BT 2 Bz 2 LA D =
A L%EHEbE D,

#5101, 22—V —COKEHEM L 2%fEIcE
% Tk o0 kI o0 408 B o BRI R 2 R T
FAIH 6, Tvvdg B, *77 4 7TEEKR
ORD LIEOMBEZ DD, VR A MU, RY T+

x£5 UTFUYayvERERREOHEBRE
VW VARAN | ROT4T RTT47 "
5 5 Wi W By ELa
VW 1
VR MK 0.86* 1
RIOT 1 TG -0.01 -0.08™ 1
AT 4 TRIE 0.08" 0.14* -0.05 1
& 0.03 0.08" 0.03 0.37" 1
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AL 0.04 0.08" -0.01 0.43" 0.12* 0.26" 1
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