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Abstract

This study aims to examine urban concepts that evolve into smart cities through the perspective
of cybernetics, which forms the basis of urban planning utilizing information technology. Smart
cities are currently a trend in the field of urban planning. At the core of these initiatives is the
realization of the societies of control. Cybernetic control, which targets both individuals and
society, inevitably prompts ethical discussions. However, current smart city developments focus
primarily on integrating computers into urban environments, with little consideration given to the
perspective of cybernetics.

This study examines urban planning through the application of cybernetics, focusing on the
‘Post University Pack’ presented by Arata Isozaki and his atelier as a pioneering example. Isozaki
and his colleagues conceptualized the city as a cybernetic machine based on the concepts of
cybernetics. Cybernetics is an interdisciplinary field that focuses on the mechanical similarities
between biological nervous systems and machines. Its core lies in proposing control based on
feedback as the foundation of the science of behavior and purpose. This study examines how
Isozaki attempted to incorporate cybernetics into the city, focusing on three key aspects: control,
communication, and human-machine systems. Isozaki’s vision described the urban development
process by emphasizing the mechanisms of cybernetics.

Furthermore, this study also considers the current view of smart cities based on these three key
aspects. Like Isozaki’s vision, smart cities also possess the mechanisms of cybernetics. Both can
be considered urban visions based on cybernetic control, within the historical context of urban

planning utilizing information technology.
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