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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the discourse of “connections” commonly used in the
context of Fukushima’s post-3.11 recovery, examining who speaks, how they articulate it, and how
they perceive its value, as well as exploring its ideological implications. Utilizing Fairclough’s
critical discourse analysis, specifically the analysis of presuppositions, articles from the Fukushima
Minpo over a ten-year period concerning 3.11 were analyzed according to three categories: (O
citizens, @ government and administrative officials, and @ media.

The analysis revealed that for citizens, connections serve to guarantee life and quality of life

(QOL) within the community and create new values through diverse interactions. For officials,
these connections help maintain a sense of “hometown” for evacuees and contribute to recovery
and the dispelling of negative perceptions. The media focus on building trust-based relationships
that contribute to recovery while also wanting to be part of the community.

The results of the analysis point out three ideological aspects of the “recovery from 3.11”
discourse of connectedness. First, while citizens seek various types of connections to face realistic
challenges, the national and local governments glorify mutual aid and love for one’s hometown,
and emphasize solidarity within the local community. Second, reconstruction policies limit the
purpose of connections, and the ideal image is represented by the media. Third, the media
themselves emphasize solidarity with local residents for the purpose of local reconstruction, which
undermines the independence and criticality of the media, suggesting the possibility of a
dichotomous composition of those who agree and sympathize with the reconstruction policies
promoted by the national and local governments and those who are marginalized.
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