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Abstract

This paper interpretively analyzes 1,200 comments on right-wing YouTube channels to
understand how the internet right (Net-Uha) interacts with each other in relation to their primary
enemy, Liberal/Sayoku. Previous studies have examined the formation of the anti-Liberal/Sayoku
ideology in Japan in order to uncover the origins of online criticisms directed at Liberal/Sayoku.
However, some scholars suggest that further research using alternative approaches is necessary,
as the main motivation behind current right-wing activities online is not ideological but rather the
desire for social connections. This research, therefore, focuses on the communication processes
within Liberal/Sayoku criticisms, aiming to inductively identify its communication patterns.

The analysis reveals three main communication patterns in the YouTube comment sections
where commenters frequently refer to Liberal/Sayoku: [adjusting categories], in which right-wing
individuals discuss the categories assigned to themselves or their enemies; [developing conflicts],
in which right-wing individuals raise issues regarding power dynamics between the right and the
left; and [reversing claims], in which right-wing individuals predominantly counter criticisms
directed at right-wing actors or values. Based on this analysis, it is also indicated that the
communication processes involve two types of opinion exchange: one is scattered, and the other

is convergent. The occurrence of both types enables the internet right to maintain their cohesion.
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