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Abstract

Although there have been many studies on the concept of risk in previous research, there is no
widely accepted concept or definition of risk. Since risk is a concept and does not exist in nature,
its essential nature cannot be pursued in ways that are generally considered scientific. This has
implications for risk management and risk engineering. To solve this problem, we attempted to
abstract the structure that makes people feel a particular way, which is common when people feel
that there is risk in a way that does not specify the field or type of risk, through phenomenology
and non-conventional science based on it. The structure of risk from the perspective of the
perceiver can be summarized as (1) having a future story that the perceiver does not want to be
influenced by surroundings and (2) holding a personal belief, doxa, or conjecture that an
incident may affect the progress of that story and prevent it from going forward as expected.
Having a future story is the premise for the existence of risk, while holding a person belief about
the story’s progress is the essential nature of what we generally call risk. This new perspective
could trigger a paradigm shift in risk-related academia and practices, such as risk management

and risk communication.
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Abstract

Earnings announcements should be made earlier, and the distribution of earnings
announcements should avoid overlapping earnings announcement dates and ensure the dispersion
of the announcement dates to maintain market efficiency. Therefore, this study empirically
elucidates the firm characteristic that contributes to the dispersion of earnings announcement
dates.

First, this study examines the concealed corporate perception of the development of internal
control systems using quantitative text analysis and studying the disclosure content of basic
policies on such development complying with the Japanese Companies Act. Furthermore, this
study captures the corporate stance toward financial reporting and identifies whether companies
emphasize financial reporting as they establish internal control systems. We focus on “when”
firms’ financial reporting preferences are first mentioned in their basic policy and quantitatively
evaluate firms’ financial reporting preferences. Subsequently, this study explicitly considers the
extent to which the preferences could be influenced by disclosure trends of other firms’ basic
policies. In addition, we ensure the robustness of the quantification of corporate financial
reporting preferences by using several different quantification methods.

Second, this study empirically elucidates whether a firm’s greater emphasis on financial
reporting in establishing internal control systems contributes to dispersing earnings
announcements dates. The results demonstrate that the more a firm emphasizes financial
reporting, the less it releases its earnings announcement on the same day as other firms.
Furthermore, we reveal that the more a firm emphasizes financial reporting, the less it releases its

earnings announcement on the most concentrated day of the announcements.
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the significance of listeners’ participation through
listening and sending messages in the context of a radio program broadcast to support prisoners’
reintegration into society. Attention was also paid to communication between DJs and listeners. A
questionnaire survey on prisoners’ listening tendency was administered regarding the “Rikugame”
program broadcast at the Toyohashi Penitentiary Branch of Nagoya Prison. Prisoners and DJs
were also interviewed. In this paper, the results are discussed from a narrative approach and the
care communication perspective. The results showed the following. Firstly, through sending
messages, listeners reflected on their lives and created biographical stories . Secondly, the themes
of the messages and the requested songs helped develop story plots. Furthermore, it was
suggested that persons listening to others’ messages compared the stories others shared to their
own and used them as clues to update their own narratives. Thirdly, the communication between
DJs and listeners was based on mutual approval, which encouraged the listeners’ storytelling. For
the storytellers, telling their stories and receiving approval from others may have been valued
because the affirmation brought them joy and peace of mind and helped them break the cycle of
crime and violence and live a new life. Hence, this study revealed media communication’s

potential as a means to care for and include prisoners who tend to experience social isolation.
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