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Abstract

Some science fiction works have suggested the potential for our society by depicting a
technocultural society in the future. Thus, this study analyzes Harmony from the viewpoint of
what kind of body and self a networked society would create.

Harmony depicts a society in which people form a public body by connecting with and
submitting to the medical network system that maintains their health. In that society, becoming a
private body is required for breaking the relationship full of “resource awareness,” that is,
“disconnection.” Harmony also envisions a world where human beings are said to be “completed.”
In Harmony, human beings are guided to the world where the “I” that wills “disconnection” no
longer exists, and a private body does not appear. In other words, it is a fixed and unchanging
world where no new relationships are created.

Paradoxically, Harmony highlights the consciousness of “I” that emerges in an individual
concrete situation where bodies are embedded. That “I” is only an assemblage of fragments that
is the result of adaptation to the situation. It is not a firm existence. However, along with the
consciousness of “I,” the ethics of “disconnection” appears as a strategy for maintaining oneself.

Recently, a posthumanist focuses on the concept of “ technologies of the self, “ which Michel
Foucault presented. Also, the author, Project Itoh, suggests that we should start with the
“technologies of the self” in order to explore a networked society in which individual members

flexibly transform and maintain themselves.
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