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Abstract

This paper examines the factors affecting the internet use as a source of parenting information
among mothers of elementary and junior high school children. The knowledge gap hypothesis and
the digital divide thesis presume that the information gap by socioeconomic status (SES) will
increase with the spread of the internet and its use as a new source of parenting information. We
estimate a hybrid model that distinguishes between inter-individual differences (between-level)
and intra-individual changes (within-level) using data from Wave 1 (FY 2015) and Wave 4 (FY
2018) of the “Japanese Longitudinal Study of Children and Parents.” Results indicate that at the
between level, mothers with higher level of education and household income tend to use the
internet as a source of parenting information. Mothers who used friends and acquaintances,
schools and cram schools, and mass media as sources of parenting information were also more
likely to use the internet. At the within level, household income had a positive effect on internet
use among mothers whose children were in the first through third grades of elementary school at
Wave 1. In addition, the use of relatives, schools, and cram schools as sources of parenting
information had a positive effect on internet use, while the use of mass media had a negative
effect for those whose children were in the first to third grades of junior high school at Wave 1.
Because mothers with higher levels of education and household income, and those who have
other sources of parenting information, tend to use the internet as a source of parenting
information, it seems that the emergence of the internet as a means of obtaining parenting

information has widened the gaps in parenting information.
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o1& TIHHH
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KAE 0.627 0.484 0.579 0.494 0.562 0.496
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x—2 TFEUBHROFMAIR (ZEH)

N1~ 3 N4~ 6 1~ 3
KZE FERZR KZE FERZR KZE JERZE
B 63.9% 63.5% 62.0% 63.8% 64.5% 66.4%
YR IUN 85.9%  85.8% 81.5%  81.5% 72.5% 72.8%
FRE - #h 437%  41.8% 50.7%  452%  ** 55.6%  495%  *x
Y AAT AT 74.1% 73.3% 72.1% 69,9% 68.5% 66.7%
AvR—Fv b 64.2% 61.9% 61.0% 52.4% 56.7% 51.4%  **
N (%0 2,786 1,654 2,082 1516 1,960 1,530
5 pc0.001 **p<0.01  *p<0.05 1 p<0.l
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BEEER
®—3 AVI¥—y R NBOOYVA T v oEIEST U\ T Uy REFI)
N1~/ 3 NG~ B Fil~F3
751 EFIL2 71 EFIL2 751 EFIL2
[Within]
HOERR
BN 0.195 0.192 0.217 0.216 0339 * 0339 *
EA - HA -0.050 -0.051 -0.078 -0.078 0.003 0.007
2 - 0.151 0.145 0.201 0.206 0270 * 0272 *
RAATAT 0.144 0.138 0.143 0.145 -0.304 * -0.301 *
RS (50 0.657 * 0.642 * -0.165 -0.159 0.360 0.356
HEFR -0.375 * -0.368 * -0.319 -0.325 -0.261 -0.261
BEROE — 0.065 — -0.028 — -0.018
[Between]
tOIERE
BN -0.066 -0.045 0.004 -0.040 0.196 0.205
BN HA 0.408 * 0.404 * 0575 ** 0578 ** 0.466 ** 0.407 *
FH - B 0.584  *** 0.552  *** 0579 ** 0527 ** 0522 ** 0.464 **
TAATAT 0.306 0279 ¥ 0.464 * 0.449 * 0.160 0.120
JEC R EMESE=) 0.455 ** 0.288 * 0.494 ** 0.253 0.243 ¥ 0.063
HEFR 0.496 ** 0.489 ** 0.324 0.296 -0.007 0.003
BEHOE — 0.174  *** — 0.240  *** — 0.197  ***
KEE 0.050 -0.024 0.433  ** 0336 * 0.256 * 0.179
HAEE 0.065  *x* 0.067 *** 0.080 *** 0.082  *x* 0.025 0.031 *
EHIE 5844 Fx Q76 R S7.691 e Q141 e -2.942  ** -4511
N (B8 4,440 4,440 3,598 3,598 3,490 3,490
N (fEA) 2,220 2,220 1,799 1,799 1,745 1,745
Deviance 5456.8 5434.3 45385 4510.0 4547.3 4523.5
#E p<( 001 p<0.01 * p<0.05 p<0.1
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