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Abstract

People in Japan have been living under restrictions, with limited opportunities for social
contact, over a year since the nation’s first state of emergency was declared in April 2020. In
particular, social networks of older males in urban areas tend to be limited to those from former
work and school days. As these males have lost opportunities to meet their former colleagues and
friends, most of whom live far, they are expected to be hit harder by the restrictions than older
females, who are more likely to have networks within the community.

Hence, this study aimed to examine adoption process of the Internet in relationships and social
activities among urban corporate retirees male through narratives by eight males who had started
using the Internet since before the COVID-19 pandemic.

The results show that the respondents increasingly used these tools as alternative ways to
conventional forms of relationship and social activities, while also reacknowledging the value of
in-person communication ([Limitations of the Internet] [Digging up familiar tools] [Trial and
error of new tools]). As the life with COVID-19 continued for an extended period of time,
however, they used different Internet tools depending on which type of relationship and social
activities they engaged in ([Selection of tools according to the task]).

In the future, we need to explore how to prevent and address isolation while taking account of

changes and diversity regarding the ways older adults use internet tools.
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FacebookiZ 813 % COVID-1 9B iafERoENEE 7 7 & — & Z DR
Y

Wik, 79 v F 74— LHEFMORERY 75 —%2H0E Lfls OfEE LTOARREZ 27T T
B, HERFEL AT LOMERE LTHIAEL, ZOWRICH 24 - &5 - BRSO BIER
FEOBEBOA N A LPTaY AT LOBHEEZITIRE, ZHNET To—FbNELEEZ NS,

Abstract

This paper descriptively analyzes 18 months’ Facebook posts from January 2020 to understand
the main actors in generating and distributing disinformation related to COVID-19 on Facebook in
Japan. As a result, we found that (1) a small number of accounts played central roles in
generating and disseminating disinformation, receiving as many or more responses and reactions
as mainstream media accounts. We also found that (2) most of disinformation seemed to be
based on economic or ideological motivations, (3) disinformation were distributed with external
sources such as YouTube, and (4) there were various loosely connected groups around the
central disinformation accounts, forming a dynamic ecosystem that may contribute to the
development of an environment conducive to the acceptance of disinformation and the cultivation
of potential consumers through the related communities. Thus, a single action such as the deletion
of accounts by platformers is deemed not to be effective. Disinformation in Japan should be
rethought as a symptom of the socioeconomic system, not only as a problem of platform providers
or of businesses and individuals, such as their literacies. This paper discusses the need to study
social and economic background and the mechanism of increase and decrease in the demand for

disinformation in the context of Japan.
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Abstract

The COVID-19 virus has brought about a transformation of lifestyle in various fields, and the
operation of academic societies is no exception. The Society of Socio-Informatics (SSI) conducted
online elections for both councilors and officer candidates in 2020.

In this paper, we report on the characteristics of voting behavior and the results of a
questionnaire conducted to evaluate the validity of the online elections.

With respect to voting behavior, we found that the number of voters and the voting rate were at
least equivalent to or greater than those with mail elections operated so far. On the other hand,
there was a statistically significant in the number of votes cast by groups in both a councilors
election and a board members election, and the order effect (initial effect) could not be
completely ruled out.

In addition, the questionnaire results suggest that the desirable election duration is about two
weeks. These findings indicate that the barrier to the full-scale introduction of online elections is
low. We must note that the design of the voting screen is estimated to be a factor that significantly
affects the level of satisfaction with online elections.

Finally, we found that the voters had three concerns about online elections: 1) the screen’s
visibility, 2) the impact of the order in which the voting screens are posted on the website on

voting behavior, and 3) fraudulent elections.
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