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Abstract

This study examines the role of newspaper desks in overcoming the difficulties of investigative
reporting through the news production process. The subject of the analysis is the reporting by the
Hokkaido Shimbun (newspaper) on secret funding to the Hokkaido Prefectural Police. The paper
received the Japan Newspaper Publishers and Editors Association Prize in 2004 for its reporting.
We focus on a desk editor’s behavior in the news production process. Investigative reporting is
characterized by high uncertainty, high costs and extensive time spent researching and reporting,
compared to general coverage. Although some researchers and journalists point out that desk
editor behavior is important in the investigative reporting process, preceding studies have only
partially identified desk editor behavior. Therefore, this study focuses on desk editor behaviors
such as approaching reporters, superiors, and other desk editors, based on interviews with
reporters and the desk editor.

The findings are that the desk editor sets coverage vision and goals before the start of coverage.
After that, the desk editor built a reporting team. During the reporting, the desk editor urged
members to pursue investigative reporting and encouraged them to act autonomously. In addition,
the desk editor was accountable to their superiors and other desk editors to discuss and encourage
the reporting. Preceding studies do not indicate these behaviors, but it is implied that these

behaviors are important for the reporters as they pursue the story.
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Abstract

In this paper, firstly we clarified the usage pattern of YouTube smartphone app-architecture,
then we addressed the relationship between the architecture usage patterns and the viewing time,
and the frequency of viewing video genres. We tackled this issue because of three previous
studies: (1) architecture can have an impact on users’ behavior in Internet services, (2) it is
undecided whether the architecture of personal identification and information recommendation
narrows or widens the range of information at the content level, and (3) viewing video genres
can be divided in high-choice media. There is also a background that empirical research on user
behavior at the video genre level is scarce, in spite of the spread of internet video services.

The result of a web questionnaire survey on 604 men and women between the ages of 15 and
49 who used the YouTube smartphone app at least once in last seven days showed 5 patterns of
architecture usage. Among them, “Use All Architectures Frequently” group and “Registered
Channels” group have long app viewing time. In addition, we indicated that users who use the
architecture which adopts the video recommendation algorithm more frequently watch / listen
“music” genre videos more frequently, and that those who use with an emphasis on the registered
channel watch / listen “sports / show business / video on the spot” genre, “learning knowledge /
social information” genre, and “entertainment” genres videos less frequently. At the end of the

paper, we discussed these results.
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Abstract

This study examined the underlying structure of college students’ motivation for using LINE
stickers, which are colorful illustrations with one or two words, in the Japanese messaging app
LINE. This study also identified those motivations which promote the usage/purchase behaviors of
LINE stickers. Japanese undergraduates (N=212) completed a questionnaire about their usage
motivations and usage/purchase behaviors of LINE stickers. Exploratory factor analysis and
confirmatory factor analysis demonstrated that their usage motivation comprised five factors: good
mood creation, emotional expression, catching attention, personality expression, and filling the
silence. Female participants scored higher than male participants on good mood creation,
emotional expression, and filling the silence. The relationships between the motivations and
usage/purchase behaviors of LINE stickers were also examined using multiple regression analyses.
The results revealed that higher motivation levels for emotional expression and catching attention
increased the frequency of use of LINE stickers, respectively, while a higher motivation level for

personality expression promoted LINE sticker purchasing behaviors.
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