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Abstract
Affect is the intensity of operational process of a living system. It is felt differently according to
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the perspective of its observing system; mechanical-affect, lived-affect, and ambiguity of both.
Mechanical-affect is a kind of an autopilot program which triggers a heteronomous system’s
behavior. This automatic behavior conforms to some degree with the moralistic standard of its
social system, because it is chosen from a set of possible behaviors which is predetermined by the
reality as constraint of the social system by means of its media. It is observed as a behavior of the
sub-HACS (Hierarchical Autonomous Communication System) from the perspective of the super-
HACS. Lived-affect is an autopoietic action in-forming meaning and value unique to an
autonomous system. It self-determines a set of possible behaviors from unbounded contingency.
This brings forth the ethical responsibility for the system, rather than its normative morality. It is
observed as an operational process of the sub-HACS from within itself. The Feeling of ambiguity
of the affect makes sense of the self living its social being. It is a way of realizing the intensity of
its social-autonomy of the HACS.
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